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CONFIDENTIAL USUN NEW YORK 02741 

EO 11652: GDS 
TAGS: TSPA, UNGA 

SUBJECT: OUTER SPACE COMMITTEE: SOVIET POSITION ON 
NUCLEAR POWER SOURCES 

1 . AT CANADIAN BEHEST, US REP HELMAN REINFORCED WITH 
SOVIET REP KOLOSOV: 

-THE NEED FOR PRECISION IN THE MANDATE OF THE EXPERT 
GROUP WHICH WILL MEET UNDER THE AUSPICES OF THE 
SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEE TO DISCUSS 
NUCLEAR POWER SOURCES. IN THE ABSENCE OF PRECISION, 

THE EXPERTS ARE LIKELY TO SPEND MUCH OF THEIR TIME 
DECIDING WHAT IT IS THEY ARE SUPPOSED TO DISCUSS. 

- THE IMPORTANCE OF IDENTIFYING SOME ROLE FOR THE 
LEGAL SUBCOMMITTEE, SUCH AS THAT OF INVENTORYING 
EXISTING INTERNATIONAL LAW BEARING ON NUCLEAR POWER 
SOURCES IN OUTER SPACE. 

2. HELMAN ALSO NOTED THAT CANADIANS HAVE COME PRETTY 
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FAR IN THE SOVIET DIRECTION AND THEY MAY HAVE A HARD 
TIME BRINGING WITH THEM SOME OF THE OTHER GOVERNMENTS 
IN THE OSC WHO SEEK MORE RAPID ACTION. 

3. KOLOSOV RESPONDED THAT HE HAD STRETCHED HIS 
INSTRUCTIONS TO THE LIMIT IN GOING AS FAR AS HE HAD. 

HE SAID HE RECOGNIZED THAT THE CANADIANS COULD DEFY 
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THE OSC'S RULE OF CONSENSUS, RAISE THE MATTER IN THE 
GA, AND OBTAIN A FAVORABLE RESOLUTION. HOWEVER, THIS 
WOULD BE AT THE EXPENSE OF FUTURE SOVIET COOPERATION, 
WHICH WAS AT PRESENT AVAILABLE. FOR EXAMPLE, HE POINTED 
OUT: 


- THE REPORT OF THE OSC TO THE GA COULD INCORPORATE 

BY REFERENCE THE SCIENTIFIC AND TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEE 
REPORT, AND THUS SUCH ELEMENTS AS SAFETY STANDARDS. 

THIS WOULD PROVIDE A SUFFICIENTLY PRECISE MANDATE FOR 
THE EXPERT GROUP. 

- MOREOVER, THE EXPERT GROUP COULD EXTEND ITS MEETINGS. 
CURRENTLY, THE EXPERTS ARE SCHEDULED TO MEET DURING THE 
SECOND WEEK OF A THREE WEEK SESSION OF THE SCIENTIFIC 
AND TECHNICAL SUBCOMMITTEE SESSION. A FOURTH WEEK 
COULD BE ADDED, OR THE EXPERTS COULD MEET AGAIN FOR 

A WEEK SOMETIME THEREAFTER. 

- THE SOVIETS DO FORESEE LSC INVOLVEMENT BUT THAT SHOULD 
ONLY OCCUR AFTER THE EXPERTS BETTER DEFINE THE PROBLEM. 
PREMATURE LSC INVOLVEMENT COULD ONLY LEAD TO VARIOUS 
GOVERNMENTS DEMANDING MODIFICATIONS IN EXISTING TREATIES, 
INCLUDING THE OUTER SPACE TREATY AND THE LIABILITY 
CONVENTION. 

4. KOLOSOV ALSO NOTED THAT IN HIS VIEW THE BEST WAY 
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OF DEALING WITH NUCLEAR POWER SOURCES IS TO ADD AN 
ADDITIONAL ANNEX TO THE CHICAGO CONVENTION. KOLOSOV 
MADE THAT POINT TWICE, SUGGESTING THAT THE SOVIETS ARE 
DISTINCTLY INCLINED IN THIS DIRECTION. 

LEONARD 
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